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Salmonid Habitat and Limiting Factors Assessment 

Table 1.  Rearing densities of smolt sized steelhead in Santa Cruz County streams (source: 
Harvey and Stanley Associates, 1984). 
 

Stream Average Number of Smolt 
Size Fish per 100 feet 

  
San Vicente 40.9 
San Lorenzo River 29.8 
Aptos (Nisene Marks, upstream from 2nd Bridge) 24.0 
Zayante 22.0 
Carmel 21.8 
Valencia (downstream of Valencia Road) 17.0 
Browns 16.5 
Corralitos 16.1 
Valencia average 15.0 
Baldwin 13.8 
Valencia (up flume road 0.75 miles 13.0 
Newell 13.0 
Shingle Mill Gulch 12.7 
Bear 12.0 
Fall 12.0 
Soquel West Fork 11.3 
Aptos (County Park above railroad crossing) 11.0 
Boulder 10.5 
Mill (San Lorenzo) 10.5 
Aptos Average 9.6 
Bean 9.5 
Majors 9.4 
Jamison 8.0 
Hester 7.0 
Laguna 7.0 
Aptos (just above Valencia) 6.0 
Aptos (Nisene Marks, upstream from Steel Bridge) 6.0 
Bates 6.0 
Liddell  6.0 
Pescadero 6.0 
Ramsey 6.0 
Soquel East Fork 6.0 
Kings 5.0 
Liddell West Fork 5.0 
Moore's Gulch 5.0 
Gamecock 4.0 
Hinkley  3.0 
Liddell East Fork 3.0 
Lockhart Gulch 3.0 
Soquel 3.0 
Carbonera 1.7 
Aptos (below Valencia) 1.0 

Notes: Numbers shown in red are within the Aptos/Valencia Creek watershed 
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